
Making Music
Contributor’s Guidelines

Making Music magazine (http://makingmusicmag.com) is a 
lifestyle resource for all recreational music makers, regardless 
of age, instrument, or ability.  Making Music’s readers play many different 
instruments and styles and have diverse abilities—some are serious and devoted 
lifelong players or music teachers, while others are beginning music instrument 
study for the first time.  What unites Making Music’s readers is a passion for making 
music and sharing music with others.

Making Music is published six times annually, both as a print magazine and an 
online source for information and enrichment. Making Music provides instructional 
articles, resource spotlights, and product guides, and publishes health news and 
tips, profiles of amateur musicians, and feature stories that explore the world of 
music makers, from professional to amateur.  Making Music does not focus on the 
promotion of today’s hottest celebrities, but does include all types advice and tips 
from music professionals.

Departments

Making Music includes articles that are inspirational, uplifting, educational, and 
celebratory.  Feedback from readers indicates that they respond to enthusiasm for 
music and music making.  Making Music includes articles in the following 
departments:

• Extended Feature Story/Cover Story (1,000 to 1,500 words)—These focus 
on musicians, ensembles, or organizations that readers can relate to and 
learn from, anything from coverage of highly visible programs (like Battle of 
the Bands Competitions) to small, localized organizations (such as unique 
community bands) to known musicians that can offer readers tips or insight 
into one or more aspects of music making. Especially welcome are articles 
that connect music making in terms of lifelong health and wellness, creating 
relationships between musicians or within a community, as well as those 
that teach readers something about music. In most cases, writers will be 
responsible for acquiring high-resolution, print quality, photographs to 
accompany the article.  Additional online content, like videos, which draw 
or readers to the website, are always a plus.

• Short Feature Story (700-1,000 words)—These are similar to the Extended 
Features, but are more narrowly focused in terms of topic.



• Vibes Health Topics (500-650 words)—Every issue includes a health topic of 
interest to musicians. It may be a health-related concern common to 
musicians, like hearing protection or performance anxiety. Sometimes an 
article offers insight into therapies that enhance music making, such as yoga 
for musicians or the Alexander Method. These articles should not be too 
technical and should be written in a conversational tone, and include basic 
prevention or treatment ideas, and/or exercises, where applicable. Specific 
musician anecdotes help readers to relate to these topics.

• Vibes Features (500-650)—These stories often focus on the benefits of music 
making. They may be about musicians who play for the benefit of others—
music therapists, groups who perform for nursing homes, or musicians 
whose music benefits a specific cause, either financially or through 
awareness. They also often include are articles about programs that have 
health and psychological benefits for the participants such as Guitars for 
Vets, and therapeutic drum circles.

• “Forte”—These are instructional pieces that can be either general (“How to 
Sight Read Music” or “How to Find the Right Music Teacher”) or specific to 
an instrument or genre (“How to Play Lap Steel Guitar” or bending on a 
harmonica). They are fairly basic and not too technical. Sometimes they are 
specific to a genre or technique (“Three Styles of Bluegrass Banjo”). We are 
also interested in “explainers” that offer information about high-tech 
concepts (such as MIDI) in layman’s terms. 

• “Tuned-In”—These articles are usually focused on a particular type of 
musical instrument or accessory and often offer explanations into features 
and benefits. They may do comparisons of three or four models from 
different manufacturers, but do not promote or judge one model over 
another. Products covered range from composing software to modeling amps 
to electro-acoustic guitars and more. 

Tone and Style of Extended Feature Stories

When writing a feature story, we need to hear the real, inspirational voices of 
amateur musicians, not just the facilitators or managers of a group. When speaking 
to musicians, a journalist’s questions should always touch on why they play, how 
they got involved in music, what are the benefits to them of making music, and 
how music fits into their lives. We usually include background information about 
the subjects that includes their ages, city/states, and “day jobs.”



Call for Articles

Making Music welcomes articles from all authors who love making music and wish 
to share their knowledge and passion with a general audience.  Making Music
seeks original ideas, work, and articles from all authors for the departments 
described above.

Please write to Making Music if you have a story or interview idea for any 
department. Please send a brief description of your idea or topic, including photos 
and other media. If the idea or topic is accepted, a full manuscript will be 
requested. Send proposals in the body of an e-mail note or as an attached MS Word 
file to: cyurco@makingmusicmag.com or by mail to:

Cherie Yurco, Senior Editor
Making Music
120 Walton Street, Suite 300
Syracuse NY 13202

Please note that unsolicited material will not be returned. Making Music assumes 
no responsibility for loss or damage to unsolicited articles, photographs, or art. The 
typical lead time for article submission is two months. Articles are held for 
publication depending on topic focus and available space in the magazine. 
Compensation is considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Call for Bloggers/Educator’s Toolbox

Making Music is currently looking to partner with bloggers who are experts in 
various technical areas of music. Making Music is particularly interested in pairing 
with music teachers of all levels who can write to the general audience and 
contribute to Making Music’s online “Educator’s Toolbox,” offering music theory 
and learning advice. Articles should be written in a friendly tone as if speaking 
directly to a music student in a studio.

If you have ideas or questions, please contact digital editor Ryan Connors 
rconnors@MakingMusicMag.com for more information.

Making Music ISSN (1552-2946), is a registered trademark of Bentley-Hall 
Publishing.
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